100                              GLYCERIN K,
kieselguhr is like that of Hour and it is also similar
to the touch; in a pure state the colour is white.,
generally, however, owing to different impnritios, it
is either yellowish., reddish, or greenish. Uoforo
being used for the production of dynamite the
kieselguhr is roasted in order to destroy any organic,
matter that may cling to it, and it is then crushed.
The best kieKcIguhr comos from the province of
Hanover.
The fairly extensive class of dynamites may be,
divided into two distinct groups, namely, dynamite
with chemically non-active absorbing material, and
that with chemically-active absorbing material. To the
former really only kieselguhr dynamite No, 1 belongs.
The silica which contains the absorbed ox plosive oil
has no chemical action on the nitro-glyoerino or its
explosion gases, in the ease of an explosion of dyna-
mite No. 1, but remains on the contrary an entirely
unaltered product of the explosion.
It is quite a different matter in the ease of dyna-
mite with a chemically active ahsorbent. The
latter under all circumstances with its chemical
components participates in the explosion, and by its
co-operation alters the composition and active power
of the explosive gases of the nitro-glyeonno.
Dynamite with chemically active absorbent often
has the effect of retarding the too rapid explosion of
explosive oil,'or dynamite No. 1, and of converting
the violent blasting action of the explosive gases of
the mtro-glyeerine into a more driving or pushing
action. At the Bame time many of the kinds of